ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

Hartley  Wintney  Rural  District 


for  the  Year  1920. 


HOOK, 


WINCHFIELD. 

April,  1921. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1920.  As  I only 
commenced  duty  as  your  Medical  Officer  late  in  the  year,  the  Report 
is  mainly  of  a formal  character. 

<• 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Population  (1911)  18,642. 

Estimated  Civil  Population  (1920)  18,829. 

The  District  includes  18  Parishes,  and  the  ^.rea  is  53,626  acres. 
It  is  chiefly  residential  and  agricultural,  and  there  are  Military  Camps 
in  the  south-eastern  part. 

The  District  is  generally  undulating,  with  large  commons  and 
heaths;  it  is  well  watered  and  wooded. 

Birth-rate  : — 24.2  per  thousand  of  population. 

Death-rate: — 10.9  ,,  ,, 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  numbered  30  ; it  ought  to  be 
possible  to  reduce  this  figure. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  numbered  15. 

HOSPITALS. 

There  are  Cottage  Hospitals  at  Odiham,  Yateley,  and  the  Urban 
District  of  Fleet ; the  County  Hospitals  at  Winchester  and  Reading 

are  much  used. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Water. 

The  Frimley  and  Farnborough  District  Water  Company  supply 
12  Parishes;  they  hold  a monoply  for,  but  do  not  supply  water  to  the 
Parishes  of  Bramshill,  Eversley,  Heckfield  and  Mattingley ; also  parts 
of  Crondall  and  Yateley. 


The  supply  is  constant.  The  water  is  obtained  from  wells  sunk 
in  the  chalk  at  Crondall  and  Odiham.  It  is  hard  water,  but  efforts 
are  being  made  to  soften  it.  The  water  is  sampled  at  irregular 
intervals,  and  hitherto  has  been  found  satisfactory. 


Hartley  Wintney  Parish  supply  (constant)  is  a collected  water 
from  Warren  and  Hazeley  Heaths;  it  is  soft  and  peaty.  The  gather- 
ing ground  has  been  much  disturbed  by  the  tree-felling  operations 
which  have  been  going  on  recently  ; there  is  also  risk  of  contamination 
by  people  who  go  there  to  pick  up  wood  for  fuel. 

The  filters  are  small  and  over-worked ; frequent  analysis  is 
advisable,  and  a close  watch  needs  to  be  kept  on  this  water  supply. 

The  hamlet  of  Well,  in  the  Parish  of  Long  Sutton,  has  now 
obtained  a proper  supply  from  a well  in  the  chalk  at  Slade  Heath,  in 
the  Alton  Rural  District ; the  water  is  pumped  to  a reservoir,  and 
delivered  to  a standpipe  in  the  centre  of  the  hamlet. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  remainder  of  the  District  get  water  from 
wells,  and  in  some  cases  from  streams ; both  are  unsatisfactory ; most 
of  the  wells  are  shallow,  and  insufficiently  protected  from  con- 
tamination. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  rivers  in  the  District  are  small  tributaries  of  the  Thames, 
which  is  not  reached  under  18  miles  ; they  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Thames  Conservators.  The  Blackwater,  Whitewater,  and  Hart  are 
the  principal  streams. 

The  Blackwater  takes  sewage  effluents  from  several  places  outside 
this  District : it  is  a sluggish  and  shallow  stream,  with  a toruous 
course,  and  too  small  to  deal  satisfactorily  with  such  large  doses. 

The  Hart  takes  the  effluent  from  the  Hartley  Wintney  Sewage 
Works;  the  Whitewater  receives  the  intermittent  effluent  from  the 
Odiham  disposal  scheme. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


The  village  of  Hartley  Row  is  sewered : the  disposal  works  are 
satisfactory. 

There  is  a short  length  of  sewer  at  Hartford  Bridge  : this  is 
managed  by  the  Elvetham  Estate. 

There  are  Military  Camp  sewage  works  at  Crookham. 

Odiham  village  has  a remarkable  and  very  inefficient  system  of 
disposal ; there  are  not  less  than  eight  sewage  outfalls : several  are 
dangerously  near  houses  : the  sewage  is  treated  by  broad  irrigation, 
and  the  effluent  is  fairly  good. 

At  Grey  well  there  is  a sewer  taking  sink  drainage  only : it  is 
partly  open  and  partly  piped. 

Sewers  are  badly  needed  at  Cove  and  Blackwater. 

At  Cove  about  300  houses  on  Government  land  have  water  closets 
and  drains  specially  connected  to  the  Farnborough  Urban  District 
sewerage  system. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.  Estimated  Numbers. 

Water  Closeti  . . . . 3254 


Earth 154 

Pail 2530 

Cesspit  500 


The  number  of  cesspits  is  being  steadily  reduced,  pails  being 
substituted  in  most  cases. 


SCAVENGING. 

A fairly  satisfactory  scheme  is  in  operation  in  Odiham  Parish ; it 
includes  household  refuse,  pail  closets  and  cesspools. 

A scheme  on  a smaller  scale  is  worked  at  Hartley  Row. 

At  Blackwater,  pail  closets  only  are  emptied  twice  weekly  : in  this 
area  a properly  organised  scheme,  to  include  household  refuse,  pail 
closets  and  cesspools  is  urgently  needed  ; many  of  the  houses  have  only 
tiny  gardens,  and  the  inhabitants  cannot  dispose  of  refuse.  At 
intervals  cesspools  overflow  and  are  then  partially  emptied  on  to  the 
surrounding  ground. 

A similar  state  of  affairs  exists  at  Cove. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

The  District  has  beeD  regularly  and  systematically  inspected  : the 
Inspector’s  Report  is  appended. 

All  over  the  District  a variable  number  of  persons  are  found 
living  in  tents  and  vans ; the  Bye-Laws,  in  force  here,  are  sufficient  to 

regulate  them. 
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SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  these  varies  within  wide  limits : where 
proper  water  supply  is  available  they  have  it.  During  the  year  the 
elementary  schools  at  Cove,  Crondall  and  Rotherwick  have  been  closed 
on  account  of  Infectious  disease. 

FOOD.  Milk  Supply. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  carrying  on 
the  business  of  cow-keeping  and  milk  selling : not  all  of  them  are  on 
the  Register : steps  should  be  taken  to  bring  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds 
and  Milkshops  Order  to  their  notice  and  to  enforce  it. 

Endeavours  are  made  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  regulations, 
and  the  demands  made  upon  cowkeepers  are  not  unreasonable  : in  some 
cases  a real  effort  is  made  to  produce  clean  milk,  in  many  others  the 
business  is  conducted  under  conditions  which  can  only  be  described  as 
filthy,  the  necessity  of  ordinary  cleanliness  not  being  realised. 

MEAT. 

Slaughterhouses  are  inspected  as  far  as  possible,  but  in  a 
scattered  area  like  this  they  cannot  be  looked  after  properly.  The 
number  in  use  at  the  present  t-'-ne  is  12;  there  has  been  no  change 
since  1914. 

During  the  year  several  lots  of  meat  have  been  voluntarily  handed 
over  and  destroyed. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  were  notified  during  the  year: — 


Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 45  0 

Diphtheria  16  3 

Erysipelas 2 0 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  . . 15  15 

Typhoid  Fever 2 1 

Malaria  1 0 


In  the  case  of  Tuberculosis  it  is  evident  that  only  a fraction  of  the 
cases  in  the  District  were  notified. 

Cases  are  isolated  in  the  Hospital  of  the  Aldershot  Urban  District ; 
arrangements  were  effected  during  the  year,  whereby  the  Council  have 
the  use  of  a motor  ambulance  for  these  cases. 

A steam  disinfector  is  badly  needed  : material  requiring  disinfection 
by  steam  has  to  be  taken  to  Aldershot. 

A supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  kept  for  emergencies. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION.  Staff. 


One  whole-time  Inspector.  He  holds  the  certificates  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute  for  meat  and  other  foods,  nuisance  inspection,  and 
sanitary  science. 


HOUSING. 

There  is  a shortage  of  houses  all  over  the  District,  and  as  a result 
the  remedying  of  defects  is  much  delayed. 

There  are  many  houses  occupied  which  are  quite  unfit,  and  there 
is  much  overcrowding. 

The  Housing  Committee  are  active,  and  houses  are  being  erected 
at  Eversley,  Hartley  Wintney,  Yateley,  and  Odiham. 

The  health  of  the  District  during  the  year  has,  on  the  whole,  been 
good,  though  there  were  more  cases  of  the  two  principal  Infectious 
diseases — Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  than  in  the  previous  year. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

'5Q.RK  AYENT, 

„ Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


8.  R.  VERSTAQE,  PRINTER,  ODIHAM. 
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Complaints  received,  more  than  usual. 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food,  several  lots  given  up. 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis,  70. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed,  20. 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease,  66. 

Schools  „ ,,  „ 2. 

HOUSING.  Inspection  of  Houses. 

Is  there  any  scarcity  of  houses  and  where  ? In  all  Parishes. 
Number  of  new  houses  built  in  1920,  14. 

General  character.  4 subsidy  houses,  9 huts. 

Any  Town*Planning  Scheme  contemplated.  No. 

Who  has  been  designated  as  the  Inspecting  Officer  under  Article 
II  of  the  Housing  Regulations,  1910?  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Houses  inspected 828 

Dwelling  houses  found  unfit  for  human  habitation.  . 136 

Houses  made  habitable  without  Closing  Orders  . . 5 

Houses  made  habitable  as  result  of  Closing  Orders. . 5 

Houses  unfit  but  still  occupied 941 


STANLEY  BUTLER, 

Sanitary  Surveyor  and  Inspector. 


